f 



floor assembly comprising: 

a plurality of rails aj&pted to be disposed upon the sides above the floor of the rear 

end; 

a load £1q<^ ffperatively cooperating with said rails for sliding movement 
therealong and to closef a fofigift^iinal end of the cargo area; and 


a load 

within the cargo area. 



echanism that latches said load floor in a closed position 


8 . (AMENDED) An integrated extendable load floor assembly for a vehicle 
having a rear storage area with a longitudinalybpen end exposing: 

at least one rail adapted to disposed vfpon a side of the rear storage area; 
a load floor cooperati^gA^h sa ^ at J^ ast one ra il allowing for a selective sliding 


movement in and out of the rear storage aria of 


j vehicle and to close the longitudinal open end 


of the rear storage area; and 

a load floor latchipg mec^fiikm that latches said load floor in a closed position 
within the rear storage area, said loa^f flo<\r Jatching mechanism including a movable handle 
disposed on said load floor 



14. (AMENDED) A vehicle compnsii/ 

a body including a rear end having a flooyand sides extending upwardly and along 
said floor to form a rear storage area havin^a ldhgituflinal open end; 

a decklid pivotally secured to saichrear end to cover said rear storage area in a 
closed position and to allow access to said rear storage area^n an open position; and 
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an integrated extendable load floor assembly cooperating with said rear storage 
area, said integrated extendable loan floor asseipbly including at least one rail disposed upon 
each of said sides of said rear ^f^ge area and a load floor cooperating with said at least one rail, 
said load floor having selectiv^slidingmovement in and out of said rear storage area of the 


vehicle and to close said open 
that latches said load floor in 


id of said rear storage area and a load floor latching mechanism 
closed position within said rear storage area. 



16. (AMENDED) A vehicle as set forth in claim 14 wherein said load floor 
comprises a bottom and sides extending generally perpendicular to said bottom to form a 
compartment for holding objects. 

1 7 . (AMENDED) A vehicle as set forth in claim 1 4 including a rear panel that 
is cooperatively attached to a bottom of a rear edge of said load floor allowing selective 
positioning of the said rear panel in an upright closed position and a horizontal open position. 

20. (AMENDED) An automotive/vehicle comprising: 
a body including a rear end having / floor and sides extending upwardly and along 
said floor to form a cargo area; 

a plurality of rails spacealat^mlly and extending longitudinally between said sides 
above said floor; 

a load floor operativebpo^ogeratin^with said rails for sliding movement 

therealong; 


lid sid^s 


a decklid pivotally secured to said sides to cover said cargo area in a closed 
position and to allow access to said cargo area in an open position and to allow said load floor to 
be extended when said decklid is in said open position; 

an endgate pivotally connected Jo said load floor and having a closed upright 
position and an open horizontal position; 

an endgate latching mechani^hi that latches said endgate in said upright closed 

position; and 

a load floor latching mechanism that latches said load floor in a closed position 
within said rear storage area. 


21. (AMENDED) K sedkn type automotive vehicle comprising: 
a body including-a rejtr end havfipg a floor and sides extending upwardly and along 
said floor to form a cargo iireSS 

a load floor fortali'ding mo^ment in and out of said cargo area; 
an endgate pivotally connectedNo said load floor and having a closed upright 


position and an open V 


onzonp 


a decklifl piyota 


position; 

ly secured to said sides and cooperating with said endgate to 
cover said cargo area in ^clo£ed position and to allow access to said cargo area in an open 
position and to allow objects to be removed from said cargo area when said decklid is in said 
open position; and 

a load/floor latching mechanism that latches said load floor in a closed position 
within said cargo area. 


